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Local Departments 
 

Dickson Police Department 
Non-Emergency Dispatch 
615-446-8041 

 

Fire Department 
615-446-6331 
 

Emergency 
Dial: 911 
 
Help Center 
(615) 441-0076 
 
LIHEAP 
(931) 289-4104 
 

 

 

Maintenance Emergency 

If you have an emergency during office hours please call the office 

before calling maintenance. 

*** 

Dutch- 615-417-0813 

Todd- 615-607-8639 

James- 615-607-8640 

Dickson Housing Authority  
Newsletter ~ Summer Edition 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS/ REMINDERS 

Rent is due by the 1st of each month. 
 
Payments not received by the close of business day on the 10th of 
each month will be subject to a $25.00 late fee. 
 
Please note that utility charges run one month behind. The 
charges you see posted each month are for the previous month.  
 
If you have new contact information such as phone number, or 
email address, please contact our office as soon as possible. 
 
If you’re planning to move out, you must give the DHA office a 
 30-day written notice. 
 

 
with the final dates. 
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Please note: Children at DHA events should always be accompanied and supervised by a 
parent or adult. 
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IMPORTANT HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE 

SAFE CLEANING PRACTICES 
  

The Dickson Housing Authority (DHA) is committed to maintaining safe and healthy housing for all residents. Recently, 

staff have observed the use of household cleaning products in ways that may create dangerous chemical reactions and 

cause damage to apartments, appliances, and flooring. This notice is to provide important safety information and guidance 

on proper cleaning practices. 

 

    DANGERS OF MIXING CLEANING 

CHEMICALS 

Many common household cleaners are safe when used 

alone and as directed, but combining them can produce 

toxic gases and harmful fumes that can seriously injure 

you, your family, neighbors, and DHA staff. 

NEVER MIX: 

• Bleach + Ammonia → Produces chloramine 

gas (can cause breathing failure and lung injury) 

• Bleach + Vinegar → Produces chlorine gas 

(can burn eyes, throat, and lungs) 

• Bleach + Alcohol → Produces chloroform 

vapors (can cause dizziness, unconsciousness, 

and serious illness) 

• Multiple cleaners together (even if they smell 

clean) 

Exposure to these gases may cause: 

• Burning eyes or skin 

• Severe coughing 

• Headaches or dizziness 

• Vomiting 

• Breathing problems 

• Emergency hospitalization 
 

If strong fumes occur, leave the unit immediately and 

call 911 if symptoms are severe.

 

   PROHIBITED CLEANING 

PRACTICES 

  RECOMMENDED SAFE CLEANING 

SUPPLIES 
 

You only need one cleaner at a time. Mild products 

clean effectively without damaging surfaces. 

Good general cleaners: 

• Mild dish soap + warm water 

• All-purpose household cleaner (non-abrasive) 

• Disinfecting wipes (store-bought) 

• Non-abrasive bathroom cleaner 

What to use on appliances: 

• Refrigerator (inside & outside): warm water 

with a small amount of dish soap and a soft cloth 

• Stove top: dish soap or a gentle kitchen 

degreaser labeled “safe for stovetops” 

• Microwave: warm water and dish soap; wipe 

dry 

• Countertops: all-purpose cleaner or dish soap 

solution 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Your lease requires you to maintain your unit in a safe 

and sanitary condition. Unsafe cleaning practices that 

create health hazards or property damage may result in 

lease violations or repair charges. 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping maintain a 

safe community for everyone. 

 

To protect resident safety and DHA property, the 

following practices are NOT permitted inside the unit: 
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Pest Control Tips 
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SUMMER MAINTENANCE BULLETIN 
 
*TRASH CANS: clean your trash cans, make sure bags are tied. If your trash doesn’t fit in the 
can, don’t set it on the ground. Cumberland Disposal will NOT pick it up. Don’t store your trash on the 
porch. Take excess trash to Dickson County Landfill.  
*OUTSIDE OF UNITS: there should be nothing stored outside your unit other than lawn furniture and 
grills.  
*MATTRESSES, OLD TIRES, BIKES, TOYS, OR WAGONS should all be stored in your storage room.  
*PLANTS: any plants, potted or planted, must be weeded and kept up by the resident. Before planting, 
check with management first. Solar lights must be maintained; they shouldn’t be placed in an area that 
requires mowing, as they will be removed.  
*PETS/LEASHES: DHA is having major issues with pet waste in the yards. If you have a pet, you are 
responsible for cleaning up after your pet. Our staff doesn’t want to step in waste and then track it into 
your unit, our office, etc. If this continues, pet fees will increase and you will be charged when we pick up 
the waste.  When your pet is outside, they’re to be on a leash at all times. They ARE NOT to be tethered or 
tied and then left outside. You’re to stay with them. The leash must be tethered so neither the leash nor 
the pet will block sidewalks, stairs, or walkways. When finished, don’t leave the leash on the ground; this 
is a serious hazard for mowers and weed eaters. Leashes and anchors left on the ground will be removed 
and discarded.  
*STORM DOORS: must be closed at all times. Do not prop open. If the door is damaged by wind, etc., 
you will be charged for the repairs.  
*KIDDIE POOLS/DROWNING: are for day use only! Pools must be supervised at all times, emptied, and 
properly stored when finished for the day. Please don’t leave a pool or tarp on the ground; it kills the 
grass. Remove after use.  
Remember: a child can drown in as little as 2 inches of water in baby pools, bathtubs, 
even buckets. 2 minutes following submersion they lose consciousness. After 6 minutes, 
permanent brain damage results. Half of drownings for those under 1 yr old in a bathtub occur 
when left unsupervised.  
*HEALTH/SAFETY: food scraps, grease, etc., are NOT to be thrown on the ground. This is a Health & 
Safety failure for the unit. It attracts unwanted pests, skunks, rodents, etc. Grease kills the grass, which 
you will be charged for repairing.  
*LEAKS: Any water leak must be reported immediately.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lease Reminders: 
Tenant Obligations:  

• You should let the housing property management know right away if you see any pests (e.g. insects, 
rodents, or bugs) inside your apartment. 

• Reasonable accommodations for disabled household members are available upon request.  
• Playground: Children under 10 must be supervised. Residents are responsible for their children’s actions. 
• Smoking Policy: No smoking inside units or within 25 feet outside of any unit. 
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          Staff 
                 Administration: 
Executive Director: Bernadette Mekalska 
Financial Officer: Dan Henderson 
Accounts Payable: Averey Barrett 
Receptionist: Estrella Rodriguez 
 

          Dickson Housing Programs:  
Public Housing Manager: Tosha Curtis 
Section 8 Coordinator: Sarah Leegan 
Housing Specialist: Savannah Lowhorne 
Occupancy Specialist: Megahn Vest 
Resident Services Coordinator: Terry Wilcox 
 

                   Maintenance: 
Maintenance Supervisor: Dutch Denker 
Technicians: Todd Stokes, James Coke 
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